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, Steubner aims to explore the microbiome of an entire state and its impact on business, agriculture, and the daily lives of its citizens. Simultaneously an introductory microbiology textbook, Idaho tourist guide, and coffee table book, Idaho Microbes exposes the complexities of the microbial world to the layman and microbiology student alike with visually stunning imagery. In each chapter, Steubner not only discusses the microbes and macrobes of Idaho, but also gives readers a short lesson in introductory microbiology, explaining the physiology and life cycles of the microbes profiled in each chapter.
Steubner takes readers on a tour of the state of Idaho through the lens of a microscope, exploring the bacteria, protozoa, and fungi native to the Gem State and the scientists and citizens who study and work with them. The first chapter profiles Bill Bourland, a citizen scientist in Boise who hunts ciliates with a turkey baster. A former vascular and thoracic surgeon, Bourland has contributed significantly to the study of Puytoraciella dibroyophryis, a ciliate he discovered in a puddle in a park near the Boise river that was formerly only found in African rainforests. Next, we follow Chris Florence, chief fungus forager for Sweet Valley Family Farms, as he hunts for elusive edible mushrooms in the
